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THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
DEPARTMENT OF UNIVERSITY RELATIONS
DAYTON, OHIO 45409

AREA CODE 513

DAYTON, Ohio, February 13, 1973

JOE McLAUGHLIN
DIRECTOR, INFORMATION SERVICES

229-2646

Northern European Week (Lithuania and

Latvia ) will be held at the University of Dayton February 18 through February 25,
1973.

The Lithuanian program is being sponsored by the Dayton Lithuanian Community

and the University of Dayton's Office of International Education.
The Lithuanian program begins on Sunday, February 18, at 6:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.,
on WVUD-FM (100 on the FM dial) with "Music of Lithuania" and discussions of historical,
present situations and culture of Lithuania.

Listeners will have the opportunity

to call in and ask questions or discuss these areas.

The music will be traditional

folk songs with explanations of their meaning and current rock music of Lithuania.
On Wednesday, February 21, at 7:30 p.m. at UD's Kennedy Union West Ballroom, a
pa:lel discussion will be held.

The topic is "Lithuania--Yesterday and Today."

The

discussion will embrace Lithuanian identity, the Church, culture, cultural unity
and national divisions, and Lithuania and the Soviet System.
noted authorities in these areas.

Panel participants are

A question and answer session will follow.

of the panel is Mr. James O'Neil, History Department, University of Dayton.

Moderator
Panel

participants are Dr. Vytautas J. Bieliauskas, Dr. Frank R. Silbajoris and Mr. Horace
Zibas.
Dr. Bieliauskas, Chairman of the Department of Psychology at Xavier University,
received his degrees from the University of Vi1kaviskis (Lithuania) and the University
of Tuebingen (Germany).

He has held office in many national and international

psychology associations and is presently a member of Governor Gilligan's Board on
Mental Health and Mental Retardation.
Educator of America Award.

In 1971 and 1972 he received the Outstanding

He has had three books and over One hundred research

articles published in English, French, German and Lithuanian languages, dating from
1945 to the present.
Dr. Frank Rimvydas Silbajoris, Professor and Acting Chairman of the Department
of Slavic Languages and Literature at Ohio State University, is a noted historian and
lecturer.

He received his bachelor's degree from Antioch College and his master's

and doctorate from Columbia University (New York), in Russian Literature.

He is

President of the Association for the Advancement of Baltic Studies and is a member of
-continued-

:

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON Lithuanian Program continued

2

the Pen International Association and Lithuanian Writers Association.

He is Associate

Editor of "Books Abroad" and "Journal of Baltic Studies."
Mr. Horace Zibas is a graduate of the University of Chicago in history and holds
a masters degree in economics.

He is employed by Proctor & Gamble of Cincinnati and

is President of the Lithudnian Council of Greater Cincinnati.
Since the end of World War II, Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia have been victims
of domination and persecution by the Communists.

These small Baltic countries would

have been forgotten, except for the determination of the Lithuanians in the free world.
The Dayton Lithuanian Community, through preservation of its culture, hope to some
day see these countries free from their perilous plights.
Americans have been made more aware of the present circumstances by the recent
attempt of Simas Kudirka to escape to freedom by jumping aboard an American ship, but
was unfortunately returned to the Russian trawler.

Other recent instances have been

in the news of Lithuanian youths setting themselves aflame because of religious and
political persecutions.

Lithuania continues to be the thorn in the paw of the great

Russian bear.
Saturday, February 24, at 8:00 p.m., tvill be an evening of enjoyment with
"Lithuanian Cultural Evening," at the University of Dayton Kennedy Ballroom.

There

will be a grand display of Lithuanian mementos, art, amber, and woven items.

Also

visitors can observe demonstrations of intricate designing of Easter eggs, Christmas
ornaments, Lithuanian weaving and other demonstrations.

During the course of the

evening there will be Lithuanian Folk Dancing by the Neris Dancers from Pittsburgh
and folk singing by the Ausra Singers from \.Jindsor, Ontario, Canada.

Both of these

groups have performed in numerous folk festivals around the country.

Lithuanian

refreshments will be served.
Commemoration of the Anniversary of Lithuanian Independence will be observed
on Sunday, February 25.

The celebration will begin at 2 p.m. at Holy Cross Lithuanian

Roman Catholic Church, 1922 Leo Street, with Mass in the native tongue.

Following

the Mass and at approximately 3:15 p.m., a program will be held at the Lithuanian
Social Club, 922 Valley Street, with a guest speaker and the Ausra Singers.

At 6:00

p.m. a Lithuanian-American Cuisine Dinner will be held at Holy Cross Church Hall.

The

dinner will be $3.00 per person and reservations must be made by calling Mrs. Ida Kavy
at 228-8082 for the dinner.
All of the events are free (except for the dinner) and the public is cordially
invited.
For more information, contact the University of Dayton Information Center, 229-3244.
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